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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting: Tuesday,April 25, 2017 7:30 pm, at the Donovan American
Legion Post 3210 Genesee Street, Cheektowaga, New Yorkly tying starts at 6p.m. Please bring
red/fluorescent orange thread because we wilbe tying Bead Head White and Yellow Woolly Buggers.

OQur presenter, for the “entert ai nnMsnShel Vgsy repgresemting o f
Lyme WNY. Lyme Diseag is a significant threat to those who enjoy outdoomctivities in Western New

York, and anyone who takes part in those activities should be aware of the problem and how to address it.
Please join us.

President’s Message

So far, the Board has been very happy with the results of the change in emphasis at our general meetings. Our
goal is to make the meetings more informational and entertaining, rather than to focus on the details of Chapter
“business”. Large crowds have become standard at the last three meetings. The most heavily attended was the one
in March at Orvis, where 50 people, including thirteen non-members, were present. So, not only are we getting
more members to our meetings, we’re also beginning to attract some of the general public to inform of our
activities. We’ll be continuing to do this.
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The next major agenda item is finding something to do with our extensive library. It has really become
outmoded in this digital age and, at present, is stored in my cottage attic in Angola. We are open to any suggestions
as to how to proceed. Suggestions have included donating them to schools in our TIC program, selling to members,
offering them to the public for donations or sales at shows, or setting them out at meetings for people to take or to
donate and take. If you have any suggestions, please email them to me at steelheader03@hotmail.com At any
rate, we will publish an inventory of all of our books in a future newsletter, once we’ve decided what to do with
them.

Prominent in the news lately has been the Northern Access Pipeline. The DEC issued a “Notice of Denial” of
the project, this past week, to National Fuel Gas. NFG had submitted an earlier proposal which was rejected and
was asked to resubmit with additional protections for streams and wetlands. The DEC found that the newest
proposal did not meet the standards for protecting our watersheds. For anyone who might be interested, here is the
link to the “Notice” sent to
NFG. http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/permits_ej_operations_pdf/northernaccesspipeline42017.pdf On this same
issue, we were contacted as a chapter in March to publicize a bus trip to Albany to protest the pipeline project. Asa
Board, we decided not to announce it in the newsletter; because the reasons the person gave us as to why we should
be concerned were, for the most part, not true. At the end of the newsletter you can read both his request, with his
justifications for supporting his request, as well as our response detailing why we were not comfortable with
passing on his announcement for his stated reasons. [Editor’s Note: These documents are included in the “Articles”
section of the current newsletter.] This is in no way to be taken as supporting the pipeline project — we neither
supported or opposed it — but, rather, with not opposing it for the wrong reasons. I’m sure this issue will come up
again, as there is natural gas being extracted in Pennsylvania, a ready market for it in Canada (and the U.S.), and
inadequate infrastructure to transport it. I think we’d all like to go back to the days when we could do stream
projects and educational activities and not have to deal with politics, but those days are gone. We’ll certainly keep
you informed of further developments.

Our next general meeting will be April 25, at the Donovan Post. The presentation will be given by Sheri VVoss,
representing Lyme WNY — a group dedicated to informing and helping the public on Lyme Disease, which is a real
danger in WNY. The area around East Aurora is one of the very worst in the country for Lyme Disease infestation;
and very little publicity is given to it, locally. Everyone who spends time out of doors in WNY should be made
aware of this. We’re scheduling this presentation for April, just before the warm weather starts in May, when most
trout fishermen get serious about getting out to fish, and turkey hunting starts. Please plan on attending this
meeting. | saw this presentation last year and know what two local teens are going through with this disease. I've
always trout fished in shorts and t-shirts whenever the weather allowed. After viewing this presentation last year, |
now ALWAY'S wear boots with pants tucked into them and long sleeved shirts, and check for ticks when | get
home. The danger is that real where we trout fish.

Stream projects: We will conduct our first stream project of the year on Saturday, May 6. We will meet at 9:00
at the DOT parking area on Route 39, along the Wiscoy, near where Trout Brook enters the stream. We’ll be
planting trees and removing older tree tubes from the 2013 project, on the Wing Farm, immediately upstream of the
parking area. Then, we will go to Trout Brook, where it crosses Hillside Road, to plant and to tube trees. Finally,
we will proceed to a section of the North Branch of Wiscoy Creek (the 2011 project) and replace trees and retrieve
tubes that have outlived their usefulness. We hope to accomplish this in about four hours or fewer, so, obviously,
the more help, the merrier. As usual, we will provide lunch and water for everyone. If people are coming, it would
help if they let me know at steelheader03@hotmail.com. That way, we could ensure we have enough food. If you
can’t let me know, no problem, we can always buy more food locally.
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At the last meeting, we were treated to a presentation by Joe Gould of Riverkeeper. We will be cooperating
with them, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, N.Y.S. Department of Environmental Conservation, Wyoming County
Soil and Water Conservation District, the Town of Orangeville and the Village of Attica on a project to reconnect
and to improve habitat on a tributary of Crow Creek in Wyoming County this summer. More news will follow on
this as it becomes available.

For the future: On June 17, 2017, we will be holding our annual picnic at Como Lake Park in Lancaster. See
the flyer later in the newsletter for details.

Announcements:

1 A Report from Mr. David Bollman:

Fly-Tying: Fly tying at the April Chapter meeting begins at 6 pm on April 25. Please bring

red/fl orange thread, because will be tying bead head white and yellow woolly buggers. Also, for anyone
who wishes to tie flies at home and to donate them to WNYTU, we will be glad to replace your hooks.
Feel free to tie what you would like to donate. | would like to thank the following people for tying at
Orvis fly shop: Bill Koerner, Jose Olea, Robert Dzimian, Bill Jedlicka, Alex Jedlicka,and Tom DeWyer

Shows: We will need your help to staff the WNY TU booth at this year’s Erie County Fair. I will have
sign-up sheets available at the April 25 Chapter meeting. Again, please help, if possible.

Project Healing Waters: The last tying session at the Buffalo Veterans Hospital was on Thursday, April
13. We will be at the EIma Conservation Club, starting on May 12. If anyone would like to help, please
give me a call at 697-3807. | would like to thank Bill Koerner, Gary Coons and Ron Plumber for their help
on Thursday at the Buffalo V.A. Hospital.

Annual Picnic: The annual WNYTU picnic will take place on June 17, 2017, at Shelter #5 (Boy Scout
Shelter). Please sign up to join us for this very enjoyable activity. Also, if you would like to do so, please
sign up to bring a dish to pass.

1 News from DEC: Mr. ScottCornett, Fisheries Biologist, NYS DEC Region 9 would like us to be aware
of this year’s Genesee River Angler Diary Program:

Genesee RiveAngler Diarists Needed

The NewYork State DEC Region 9 Fisheries Office will be running an angler diary program on the
Genesee River in Allegany and Wyoming Counties. The program will run from MarchsLthrough
October 3, 2017. This program will cover the river from the PA line devnstream through
Letchworth State Park and will record data for both trout and bass fishing trips.

If you fish the Genesee River (even once) and would like to keep a diary BEC, please call the
Region 9 Fisheries Office at (716) 378372 or email at fwfish9@qgw.dec.state.ny.us. This diary

program will be used to evaluate the quality of the fishery and determine future management
actions.
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1 Award: Atthe 23rd annual Niagara Muskie Association Banquet, Debbie and Chuck Godfrey received the
“2017 Bill Mendel Memorial President’s Award” for their many years of service to the Erie County
Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs and conservation issues. Way to go, Debbie and Chuck! (Ed.)

Trout in the Classroom (Mr. Chuck Godfrey): Eight out of our nine schools are successfully rearing
brown trout again this year, although two had failures resulting in loss of all fish. Nichols has received
some trout to finish raising and releasing from John Miller at Lackawanna, and Holland has received trout

from St. Mary’s of Swarmville. The first photo, below, is of the tank at St. Mary’s; and the second shows
the Holland School tank in the process of being restocked.
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Face Book Mr. Bill Jedlicka writes: “We invite you to visit Western New York Trout Unlimited on
Facebook. Please "Like" the page and "Share" it with your Facebook friends. It's a great way to spread the
word about the important things WNYTU does in the area and can help interested people (including current
or, perhaps, future members) stay informed about upcoming activities.

And feel free to post some of your favorite fishing or fly tying photos as well!

Save the Date! WNY Secretary, Mr. David Unetich, announces that the May 30, 2017, WNYTU chapter

meeting will feature a presentationby Mr . Davi d *“ Ro MikidpicsRidl mdludeé Mhe Per f e
Environment al Storm: 300 Yaad HiMitseri mgafStteled hGradl
DeficiencyinAd ul t St &e Rotkeel lths'spoken in front of other chapters, and his discussions

were very well received. We look forward to hearing what he has to say. So, again, “Save the Date!”

Corrected Stocking Lists: For those of you who have not declined attachments, this newsletter includes a
DEC trout stocking list which has been corrected from the earlier one, due to recent weather. Also, it has
come to our attention that Cayuga Creek, at Como Lake Park, will be stocked for a second time, at the end
of April.

Tr eas ur errforthe Reaod BndedMarch 31, 2017(Kindly submitted by Mr. Anthony
Messina, Treasurer)
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OUTFLOWS:

BALANCE
AT
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AT

FEBRUARY 1, 2017

MARCH 1, 2017

NONE

PICNIC

MONTHLY MEETING (Jan & Feb)
STREAM PROJECTS

FEDERATION DUES

DONATION (Federation Banquet Tix)
NEWSLETTER PRINTING
NEWSLETTER POSTAGE

FEBRUARY 28, 2017

MARCH 31, 2017

FEBRUARY 1, 2017

MARCH 1, 2017

INTEREST

NONE

FEBRUARY 28, 2017

MARCH 31, 2017

prior period
thru 02/28/17
(CHECKING ACCT)

this period
thru 03/31/17

$1,757.93
$835.01
$0.00
TOTAL INFLOWS: $0.00 $0.00
$28.94
$150.00
$49.98 $96.44
$135.00
$140.00
$174.00
$245.00
TOTAL OUTFLOWS: $922.92
$96.44
$835.01
$738.57
prior period this period

thru 02/28/17
(MONEY MKT ACCT)

$23,255.72

$0.36

$0.00

$23,256.08

thru 03/31/17

$23,256.08

$0.40

$0.00

$23,256.48
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1 Editor’s Note: Our “Trout Talk” newsletter is published in an expanded electronic format each month
except for July, August, and December. In order to contain costs, the (typically brief) print version is only
available twice a year (September and January). Unfortunately, even on this schedule, the financial
burden, to WNY TU, of the print newsletter remains considerable. Many of our members have agreed to
forgo the print edition and to accept only the electronic version (which is sent to them via email). It would
help our organization considerably if more of our members agreed to this arrangement. All you have to do
is send me your e-mail and surface mail addresses so that | can add you to the electronic mailing list and
remove your name from the paper mailing list. | can be reached at AdkRuss@roadrunner.com

Articles:

As Mr. Godfrey indicated during his discussion of the Northern Access Pipeline, he has
included the email from Mr. Gibson and WNYTU’s official response. Here are the
documents. First is Mr. Gibson’s letter. Following it is Mr. Godfrey’s response on behalf
of WNYTU. (Ed.)

Dear allies in fighting for clean waterways,

My name is Joe Gibson and | am a community organizer with the Clean Air Council here in Western New York. |
am working to avoid construction of the Northern Access 2016 Project, largely because it would cross 192 streams,
270 wetlands, and 7 ponds; the vast majority of those crossings would be via trenching, which is extremely
damaging to the ecology. Additionally, some of the streams are known to have BCCs and other harmful substances
embedded in them which would be stirred up during construction and moved downstream, eventually to Lake

Erie. Most concerning to those who spend their summers trout fishing, pipeline construction ruin coldwater
fisheries in a number of ways:

1. The bottom of the stream is dug up, destroying the habitat for many of the small creatures trout prey on. This
also allows for the spread of invasive species such as phragmites grass, and harms species that are endangered,
threatened, or of special concern, such as the Eastern Hellbender, C. Alleganiensis.

2. Trees are cut down on both sides of the streams for a 75-foot wide right of way and never allowed to regrow
(because they could puncture the pipeline, which would cause a very serious explosion). This of course harms cold
water fisheries by permanently removing shade.

3. Transmission pipelines of this sort maintain a consistent, ambient temperature of 65 degrees F because of the
internal friction of the gas running through the pipe. This obviously is not good for trout.

All of that said, US Fish and Wildlife has identified 77 pristine cold water fisheries along the proposed pipeline
route which will be crossed via trenching, rather than safer HDD or boring methods.

The very similar Constitution Pipeline was denied its 401 Water Quality Certification by the DEC last year because
of trenching through a similar number of streams, and we are seeking that action on the Northern Access
Pipeline. They are federally bound to make a decision on that and all other permits for this project by April
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7th. Last year we were successful because of an outpouring of community support, which culminated in a rally at
the DEC and State Capitol in Albany.

On Monday, March 27th we will take a bus from UB's south campus at 6:30am, rally in Albany in the afternoon
and seek meetings with our State Senators and Assembly Members, then return to Buffalo that same afternoon,
arriving back around 8pm. Bus tickets are cheap as they have been mostly subsidized by Clean Air Council and the
Sierra Club, and can be purchased here:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/bus-no-northern-access-pipeline-albany-rally-deny-401-protect-clean-air-and-clean-
water-tickets-32709776823

And also found here:

https://niagarasierraclub.com/

And here:

https://www.facebook.com/events/1813979805534291/

I ask you to please send out some or all of this information to your members to get them involved in our action.

Best wishes,

Joe Gibson

Clean Air Council
jgibson@cleanair.org

(716) 444-6427

kkhkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkikkhkkhkkikkikkikkkikkikkikik

UNLIMITED

Western New York Chapter (068)

Mr. Gibson.

Please excuse the lateness of this response, but | wanted to have Board approval for this message. | realize
it is moot now since the pipeline application has been rejected already, but we want you to know why we chose not
to forward your request to our membership. While it may be laudable to attempt to reduce fossil fuel usage, we
were not at all comfortable with the reasons you gave us for supporting your trip to Albany. Since this was
addressed to us as WNY Trout Unlimited, with reasons which were mostly coldwater fisheries issues, we could not
in good conscience pass this on to our membership without the following comments. This decision was based on
our having closely followed the issue for well over a year. First, we can’t support a position on the basis of claims
which aren’t accurate. I will address them using your numbering system.

1) Many, but surely not all, of the crossing will occur in very small, non-fish-bearing streams that,
depending on the time of year and weather, may be dry (at the surface, but admittedly maybe not at the
level at which they trench at). Of course it all runs downhill into some other, bigger stream when there
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is flow (or else there would be no channel there to argue about). For many of these crossings, if they
are done properly, at low flow or no flow conditions, then there should not be much impact at a given
site. Also, the sheer number of crossings might result in siltation problems in total over the entire
project, but again, if done properly, probably not. As for the Hellbender issue, the only stream being
crossed in NY where hellbenders might be an issue is Dodge Creek.

2) The 75’ clearing of woody vegetation could be a problem if it were to continue for very far along a
stream, but since the path will not follow streams for substantial distances, but rather cross them, this
shouldn’t be a problem. Indeed, over 70% of the pipeline would have followed existing right of way.
Loss of shade wouldn’t be much of an issue.

3) The 65 degree ambient temperature within the pipeline just isn’t a problem at all. I’m not an engineer,
but since the pipeline would be feet below any water flowing above ground, it would be highly unlikely
to affect the stream temperature. Indeed, in many of our best trout streams the stream temperatures on
hot summer afternoons is higher than 65 degrees without major ill effects.

As for the existence of 77 “pristine” cold water fisheries identified by USFWS, there may be some confusion as to
terms. First, there are no “pristine” streams in WNY. Secondly they are not crossing 77 streams which have been
identified as having trout in them. We don’t know where that number came from.

Again, while we appreciate your passion in opposing this project, we would like for our opposition to be
based on problems which can be substantiated.

Respectfully,

Chuck Godfrey, President

Photos:

Selected Scenes from our March Chapter Meeting at Orvis (Submitted by Mr. Chuck Godfrey): The first image is
of the pre-meeting fly-tying. The speaker at the formal meeting is Mr. Joe Gould of Niagara Riverkeeper.
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COME ONE, COME ALL

TO THE ANNUAL WNYTU FAMILY PICNIC

SATURDAY JUNE 17, 2017

10:00 A.M. TIL 2:00 PM

COMO PARK LAKE IN LANCASTER

SHELTER #5 (BOY SCOUT SHELTER)

CASTING DEMONSTRATIONS BY ORVIS

FUN, COMERADERIE, GAMES, AND FISHING IN CAYUGA CREEK PROVIDED AT NO CHARGE

RESERVATIONS NOT NECESSARY, BUT PLEASE SIGN UP AT A MEETING OR LET CHUCK GODFREY

KNOW IF YOU CAN ATTEND AT STEELHEADERO3@HOTMAIL.COM SO WE CAN PLAN FOR FOOD AND
DRINK.

HOTDOGS, HAMBURGERS, SAUSAGE, WATER AND POP PROVIDED.
PLEASE BRING A DISH TO PASS.

*k%

Whispering Pines Fish Farm

Pond Stocking
Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows
Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish

716-496-7440
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